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to the imagination, it is what is old and far
off that stirs us the most deeply.
There is a sentence in The Marriage of
Heaven and Hell that is meaningless until
we understand Blake's system of corre-
spondences. " The best wine is the oldest,
the best water the newest." Water is
experience, immediate sensation, and wine
is emotion, and it is with the intellect, as
distinguished from imagination, that we
enlarge the bounds of experience and
separateat from all but itself, from illusion,
from memory, and create among other
things science and good journalism. Emo-
tion, on the other hand, grows intoxicating
and delightful after it has been enriched
with the memory of old emotions, with
all the uncounted flavours of old ex-
perience ; and it is necessarily some anti-
quity of thought, emotions that have been
deepened by the experiences of many men
of genius, that distinguishes the cultivated
man. The subject matter, of his medita-
tion and invention is old, and he will dis-
dain a too conscious originality in the arts
as in those matters of daily life where, is it
not Balzac who says, " we are all con-
servatives " ? He is above all things well-